Running the Desk
while editing the Indian Opinion in South Africa. Whatever titbits
we get, are from his own writing or passing references made by
Mr. Henry Polak. But we can visualize a short and thin man,
dressed in European attire, sitting on a chair, busily jotting down
notes for publication in the next issue of the Indian Opinion.
To Shri Chhaganlal, he wrote on October 26, 1906, from
London :
" I have not a moment to spare. It is now 8-30 P.M. and I have
not touched the Gujarati letter. If I can, I want to give you one
leading article and one correspondence letter in continuation of
what I have sent you already."
Gandhiji as we had seen, would insist on objective writing. As
model, he had before him the example of the Times, London,
as it used to be published in his student days. Gandhiji who started
reading newspapers only in England, had a strong liking for the
way the Times was edited. It was moderate in tone, accurate in
presentation of news.
Mr. Henry Polak recalled many incidents showing Gandhiji's
high standard of responsibility while running the Indian Opinion.
" He was always exact in his facts and he would never magnify his
case for the sake of argument."8
Once Mr. Polak commented vehemently " and somewhat
acidly " on certain reports, appearing in other papers, relating to
the Indian community in South Africa. Gandhiji advised him, to
quote Mr. Polak, "... it would be much better for me, as a
matter of professional self-discipline, and would have more desir-
able results for the cause of what we were both seeking to serve,
if I were to model my style rather upon the moderation and objec-
tiveness of the London Times than upon the more picturesque if
less accurate ways of the * cheaper,' press." And Mr. Polak fol-
lowed his advice.
He would, in turn, not hesitate to accept good advice from his
colleagues. " I remember telling him once, with mock editorial
gravity, that I could not send his * copy * to the printer unless he
rewfote it, which he did with due humility and with an amused
twinkle in his eye," recalled Mr. Polafc. Gandhiji had not yet
acquired that commendable command over English which he
1 H. S. L. Polak : Incidents of Gandhiji's Life, fid. by Chandrashankar Shulda,
(Vota & Co., Bombay, 1949), p. 236.
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